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AFTER ALLOWANCE 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicant would first like to thank Examiner Garrett for discussing with the 
undersigned the procedures for filing this paper, namely to thank the Examiner for suggesting 
that this paper be sent to the above-identified address rather than Mail Stop Issue Fee. 

Applicant hereby voluntarily discloses the items listed on the attached Form 
PTO/SB/08A to the Commissioner for Patents. Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .98(a)(2)(H), a copy of 
cited item 12 is not enclosed. Copies of items 13-18 are enclosed herewith. 

DE 199 18 737 Al and DE 198 10 471 CI show a spring with a dead center 
configuration, but without a linkage. 



Copies of the references listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A are being submitted 
at this seemingly late date because they were only recently brought to our attention as a result 
of foreign prosecution; a certification, as specified in paragraph (e)(1) of 37 CFR 1 .97, is 
enclosed herewith. 



Applicant reserves the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over 

any of the listed information should they be applied as references, and/or to prove that some 
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of the cited information may not be prior art, and/or to prove that some of the cited 
information may not be enabling for the teachings they purport to offer. This statement 
further should not be construed as the representation that an exhaustive search has been made, 
or that the information cited herewith is material, or that there does not exist information 
more material to the examination of the present Application. The Examiner is specifically 
requested not to rely solely on the information submitted herein. On the contrary, the 
Examiner is requested to conduct an independent and thorough review of the information, and 
to form independent opinions as to their significance. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(c) and 1.1 7(p), Applicant authorizes the 
Commissioner to charge $180.00 to our Deposit Account No. 09-0528 representing the late 
filing fee for filing this Information Disclosure Statement. 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the enclosed 
PTO/SB/08A and to indicate in the official file wrapper of the above-identified patent 
application that each item of the cited information has been considered. 

Respectfully submitted, 



CUSTOMER NO. 26158 

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC 

P.O. Box 7037 

Atlanta, GA 30357-0037 

(704) 331-4904 (Telephone) 

(704)444-9971 (Facsimile) 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal-Service as "Express Mail Post Office to 



Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated below and is addressed^Xommissioner for'Patents, Post Office Box 1450, 





CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING 



Express Mail Label No.: ER 703 262 132 US ' 





Connie C. Carlson 
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37 CFR 1.97(e)(1) CERTIFICATION 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This certification is being submitted, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.97, with the 
Information Disclosure Statement enclosed herewith. References 12-18 cited by the 
Information Disclosure Statement were cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
regarding a related foreign application. The communication from the foreign patent office 
was not received more than three months prior to the submittal of this certification. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date / ( 

CUSTOMER NO. 26158 

Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, PLLC 

P.O. Box 7037 

Atlanta, GA 30357-0037 

(704) 331-4904 (Telephone) 

(704)444-9971 (Facsimile) 
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We have provided a translation of the Abstract only 



** We have provided an uncertified translation of the specification 



U We have provided a translation of the Abstract of corresponding document EP 1 046 537 
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